Minutes of the Charter Revision Commission’s
Regular Meeting of September 16, 2020

Call to order.

Chair Jon FitzGerald called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM and read the call of the
meeting.

Introduction of Commissioners y
_
@

The commissioners introduced themselves. Present were: Jo% %/tzGerald Kimberly
Ploszaj, Roman Czuchta, John Krampitz, John Lefreneire, Richap d/ Cari //r

////
Absent was: Laurie Scotti %/// /f//
L .
/ {5
Discuss and approve the minutes of the public heari 1 g he on Afizus ///// , 2020 and

take any action as necessary. 7{// 0 /

After discussion, on motion made by {,//9/‘ mrmss;/;/@ er /?};)% /and seconded by
Commissioner John Krampitz it was unammo /v/ote »to approve the minutes.

//
ol /////////

Discuss and approve the minutes e spe //?I mee ¢ held on August 5, 2020 and

Y
take any action as necessary. P //////// //g///}
™ "
////, /////? ]
After discussion, on motion’, /m d by Bomipi isioner Czuchta and seconded by

/
Commissioner Ploszaj i 1 sly voted™to approve the minutes.
%%/z;// ////%
///, /i

Discuss publie partl 1pa /t ion r //’

Jetfrey CaggI%//f/ ////(/3, el o Q/R , Chairman of the Republican Town Committee

addressed tl{é/;(famm 1.{%/ s{/// & /t{lat the Republican Committee has reviewed the topics

/féﬁ%f e agend% The ”/. 6// Committee has no opposmon to the possible

et rrﬁa”” ndati n//é/ﬁi}?a cit / anager4torm of government. They are in agreement to the
Ui /////// ”

‘Z/,) ”/// / -
po // he {r séer as opposed to elected. They are also in agreement to the 4-
/,/,, / ////

/ /%/

Dawn L er GTants Administrator, Economic and Community Development Department
addressed@ Committee and questioned what the proposed changes to Item No. 9, Section
18 would be”’ Chairmen FitzGerald will take that topic up as it appears on the agenda.

ev1smns to the charter.

\\\\Q\\\\

\

Mayor Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, S8 Merriman Street, addressed the Committee and submitted
the written testimony from Treasurer Thomas Barnes and herself that she had submitted to
the 2019 charter revision commission asking for consideration changing the Office of the
Treasurer from an elected position to an appointed. She stated she felt that the ballot had
too many questions last time and caused an inability for the voters to process it. They
wanted to emphasize that the language on the ballot needs to be clear and understandable.



She was also in favor of a city manager form of government. For the last 45 years there
has only been 1 administrative position in the Bristol Mayor’s Office. If you look at cities
like East Hartford, Hamden and New Britain they employ up to eight people in the Mayor’s
office. She would be in favor of enhancing the role of the Mayor’s office, job description
and duties and a longer term of office.

Chairman FitzGerald stated that the Town Clerk is responsible for determining the number
and wording of questions for the ballot.

\\%

i

6. Discussion of possible revisions to charter section 12 (city offii p/}rs, elective) and take
any action as necessary. U ////

( /////
John Krampitz stated that this was on the ballot at the last eleciion anc{fi lost badly and

thinks it was because it wasn’t publicized enough. He suggesgéd pllblls‘;_a';'

newspaper with an explanation and will have a better chaﬁ//c? ’/” %}) Sing /%‘
No recommendations at this time. No votes taken.z, /%‘/%
% ed officers) and to

\\\\\\\\

.
7. Discussion of possible revisions to charter gection 1%’ reczﬂ[
g ///
take any action as necessary. ////// //

////
///// 4///

No recommendations at this time. N /////

8. Discussion of possible revis /% / étlon 14 (electlve officers; terms;

sion o
vacancies) and to take any acflq///l/l as n / /

//
No recommendatlons a/ g/ é// tes taken.

\\Q\\\
\\\\\\\

/ ////// ”’//
9. Discussion of f r@ /}/s t/ harter section 18 (the treasurer) and to take any
action as nece; ry // /// /
& // @ %/,,y///

@
o
ﬁ% 1me/4 o0 votes taken.

Norecomm tions at this t /JN
A L e ‘/’//‘ .
. / u
%//%/ /// %”//// // “

} ev1swns to charter section 8 (town elections, town clerk,
//

s
egist] p ss“lble revisions to charter section 19 (registrar of voters) and to
J///}lﬁ/// tio //%n/eces /z/i

10.D
//
No recomrf/f /ndatlons at this time. No votes taken.

11. Discussion of possible revisions to charter to recommend a city manager form of
government and to take any action as necessary.

No recommendations at this time. No votes taken.

12. Discussion of possible revisions to charter section 12A (limits on successive terms for
mayor and city council) and to take any action as necessary.



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18

No recommendations at this time. No votes taken.

Discussion of possible revisions to charter section 16 (the mayor, powers and duties)
and to take any action as necessary.

No recommendations at this time. No votes taken.

ouncil meetings) and to

>

Discussion of possible revisions to charter section 20 (city/@/
take any action as necessary.

A
&

T

.
No recommendations at this time. No votes taken. ////

g

.
Discussion of possible revisions to city council powers and to% arter s{//,/;;ti ns 21, 22,

31,32, 33, 34, 35, 36, and 37 and to take any action asfi#€essary,

o

A\

-
o

7
Tom Conlin, Assistant Corporation Counsel prepaged agh 7 %[he Conitmittee showing

art/ 1
. . . kK Uy, P .
Council Powers and their corresponding references /tf%é/}}/the’«/gzé/’%smtqt/” 5. He also provided
u

copies of charters of other towns for comparigern. L i //

P . P 15%2%/%//// //%/////%/ . 4

. . it i,
No recommendations at this time. No v //f/{éf?}ﬁ’;ken. //Z/é’/// %f/y
Discuss comments and potenti%/})piéﬁ/}for cha ;} raised by the commissioners of the
charter revision commissiong///g// /ffytakefg% action}{/‘ § necessary.
0
No recommendations at%%ﬁ/}/y%/ne ””///9% votes taken.
.
-

Discuss the charter an &/ﬁ; r revisions raised by the commissioners of

the charter revision corﬁﬁnnssmn %id take any action as necessary.
L

o .
o et

/%// 4 8
%’/@ propo(%d char
) £

. /2’//, : . “ % . " " v
;Ifc/gfas dlSCuS;//g/{)%éiﬁ that 117 ouldiQe ! ptul to obtan'l a copy of the job deSC‘I’l'p’EIOnS for the
ff/ casurer and Deputy Tregsurer 16 see the interaction between the two positions.
OI;//G/%COI’DIT@, datloréﬁg/}f His time. No votes taken.
. Discuss ités am%?genda and take any action as necessary.

i reting
i | o
Chazrman"l%}}zGerald stated the next meeting of the Charter Revision Commission will take
place on October 7, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the First Floor Meeting Room.



19, Old Business
There was no old business to come before the Committee.
20. New Business

There was no new business to come before the Committee.

20. Adjourn %/}%/

At 7:58 PM, on motion by Commissioner Czuchta and seconded by Comlrfﬁgsmner Ploszaj, it was

unanimously voted: to adjourn. / ///////”//2//

.

Respectfully Submitted:

Noelle Bates W _ |
Recording Sccretary %/ % //’///////
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