Streetscape Study and Design Concepts
Riverside Avenue and Divinity Street/Park Street
City of Bristol
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Introduction

Background

Riverside Avenuand Park Street cayportions of State Route 72 in the City of Bristol
Route 72 is an important eastest arterial between New Britain and Harwintaerving
Bristol and surrounding communities. tBar Bristol, Riverside Avenue and Park Stiazet
alsoprimary corridors servinthe Downtown area The City has initiated thBtreetscape
Study and Design Concegd®&verside Avenue and Divinity Street/Park Stodatprovement
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improvements of these iportant Downtowngateways.

Thelmprovement 8idy is undertaken as an implementation step following the vision ang
goals outlined in th Route 72 Corridor Land Use and Transportation Master Rldarge
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following objectives:

Improve the aesthetics of Riverside Avenue as a gatewBgpwmntown Bristol.
Provide a connected, cohesive system of sidewalks.

Strengthen the linkage between Riverside Avenue and Memorial Boulevard Par
Improve traffic flow along Riverside Avenue and ibtavntown Bristol.

Improve public access to the Pequabuck River.

Utilize access management along Riverside Avenue to limit the number, design
locations of driveways.
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Install directional and signature/logo signage.

Reute 72 Comder
Land Use and Transponabon Masber Plan
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Additional supporting guidance is provided 1 $
Development (POCIRevised April 1, 2018)ransportation goals in the POCD include:
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Other pertinent facts noted in the POCD include:
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Provide for a comprehensive and integrated transportation system to best meg
the needs of Bristol residents, businesses, asdors.

Establish and maintain a roadway network which provides for the safe, efficig
and orderly movement of people and goods and provides for adequate acces
places of employment, residential, educational, recreational and commercial
activity.

Promote pedestrian circulation.

Seek to enhance the opportunities for bicycle circulation and mobility.

Improve public transit options available in Bristol.

Riverside Avenue and Park Street are within tigghér priority pedestrian zone.
Riverside Avenue is within a higher transit level of service area.
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Purpose

The purpose of this study is pyovide concepts for improvinte safety, comfort, and visual experience pédestriansand motoristsusing
Riverside Avenue and Divinity Street/Park Strédtestudyoffers optional streetscaping treatmentandvisually appealing connectivity;
gateway treatments; place making; improved pedestrian facilities and safety; traffic calmingyagvadaysafety improvementon Riverside
Avenue Specifically, the concepts:

recommend improvements that will support safe, comfortable pedestrian activity and beautify the street environments

recognize the importance of Riverside Avenue and Park Street as entrywaysdovthéown area, reinforcing that through unifying
streetscge and gateway treatments

improveroadway safetythrough roadway geometry improvemendsd better roadwayedge delineation

support improved roadway safety and visual quality of the corridors through implementation of access management strategies
support quality of life, property values, business activity, and development and redevelopment opportunities

highlight the fact that achieving both pedestrian and motorist safety can be accomplished through a unified improvement plan
offer realistic improvemerstthat areimplementable fundable,and will meet the design parameters for State approval
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Sudy Area

The Study area consists of two sections of State Routd fi@ east section includes Riverside Avenue between the intersection with Blakeslee
Street andthe intersection withMain Street (0.9 milesjhe west section includes a small section of Divinity Stag&Vest Streetand Park
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City Precedents

The City has implemented streetscape improvements on Main Street, North Mai
Street and the western end of Riverside Avenue.

Streetscape on North Main Street near the Riverside Avietersection Streetscape on North Main Street



Existing Conditions T Riverside Avenue

This eastern portion of the study area includes Riverside Avenue between Blakeslee Street and Main Street, a digtiaromencétely0.9

miles. It runs between the intersection of Riverside Avenue at Blakeslee Street and Downs Street, with Memorial Bouévianaaial
Boulevard Park immediately adjacent. Memorial Boulevard runs parallel to Riverside Avenue towardwoBristol. Riverside Avenue, also
known as State Route 72, is classified as a Principal Urban Arterials eastwest with anaverage daily trafficADT) of between 10,500 and
11,100 vehicles per day (201 TDOT projects a 20% growth in traffitumes by the year 2040.

Riverside Avenukas a posted speed limit of 30mph; however, speed data collected in 2008 showedtper8Bntile speeds were in the 34.9
to 36.5 mph range, several milpgr-hour above the posted speed limifThe 8% percentile speed ithe speed at or below which 85 percent of
the vehicles travel on a road under frilew traffic conditions, unaffecte@y slower traffic or poor weatherFifteen percent bdrivers are
traveling faster than the 85percentile speed.

With the exception of the s / | ’J‘ ,f//
westbound approach at . N . 7 v 4
Main Street where there is | ' ¥

additional pavement
width for turn lanes
Riverside Avenue has 24
foot travelway width,
consisting of one lane in
each direction, and
painted shoulders that
are4to 6 feet wide, for a
total roadwaypavement
width of approximately
32 - 36feet.
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Typical roadway cross section dimensions of existing Riverside Avent



Land Use & ZoningRiverside Avenue lies within the Route 72 Corridor Business Adweland use along Riverside Avenue consists of business,
industrial, institutional, residential and infrastructure. There are numerous drivewdyyatuis, some of which are very wide, and a large amount
of off-street parking and other paved and unpaved areas.

To the north of Riverside Avenue are the railroad line and Federal Hill Historic District residential area. To the $éemmoaiad Boubvard,
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Memorial Boulevard Intradistrict Arts Magnet School.
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Zoning map surrounding the project area.



Expansive curb cuts, missing curbs and sidewalks, and no vigyadigling street
elements all contribute to a poayuality streetscape on Riverside Avenue.

Aestheticsand Streetscaping

Nearly alksections of Riverside Avenue haviowa-
level aesthetic quality anstreetscape
environment a stark contrast to nearby Memorial
Boulevard and Downten areasthe only exception
being theverywestern limits at Main Streethere
streetscapemprovements have occurredlhere
are numerouslarge curb cuts for driveways and
paved areaswith little actual or impliedseparation
between the roadway and adjaceparking areas
givingthe appearance of a wide sea of pavement
In fact in many areas the paved area adjacent to
the roadway is so wideone cannotiscern a
driveway at all so ingress and egress is haphazard
In the area®f the roadwaythat have sidewalks,
most have no buffer of any kind between the
sidewalk and the roadway. Nére there is room for

a snow shelf, either pavement orayrel is present, rather than a more aesthetic grass siripther visually appealingreatment. There are
numerous utility poles on both sides of the streeb formal street landscapingnd littlegreenery adjacent to the rigkdf-way. The lack of
sidewalks in many areas and nexistent pedestrian lighting further contribute to an uninviting, unaccommodating and unattrasttieet

environment.



Pedestrian Accommodation and Safety

Theexisting sidewalk system on Riverside
Avenue is disconnected and poorly
developed there are missing sidewalks
along significant portions of the corridor.
And of the existing sidewalks, ost sections
are in disrepair.Utility poles are frequently
located in the sidewalk, and most sections
lack ADAcompliant curb rampand other
ADAconforming features.

Pedestrian Safety Trends\ationally,
pedestrianfatalities are increasing more
than any other type of traffic fatality. Since
2009 the number of pedestrian deaths has
increased by 53%, while all other traffic
fatalities have increased by only 2%. In
Connecticut over the past five yeatke

state hasaveraged about 58 pedestrian
fatalities annually. Preliminary crash data
indicates there were 65 pedestrian fatalities
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National trends and state data point to the
need to improve pedestrian safety.

Worn path in area of missing sidewalk. Where there are sidewalks, most are in fair t
poor condition.



