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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: January 9, 2024 

 

TO: Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano 

               Board of Public Works  

FROM: Raymond A. Rogozinski, P.E., Director of Public Works 

 

RE:         UNACCEPTED CITY STREETS – CONTINUE DPW 

MAINTENANCE OF AMBLER RD., GRASSY RD., ARNOLD 

COURT, & BURLINGTON AVE (No. 131 to 149).   

 
The Department of Public Works has forwarded the attached memorandum to the City’s 

Corporation Counsel and Water/Sewer Department for review and comment to determine if they 

have any concerns with DPW’s proposal that the City formalize the Department’s responsibility, 

by a vote of City Council, that DPW will continue in perpetuity the current policy of providing full 

Department of Public Works services to Ambler Road, Grassy Road, Arnold Court, and Burlington 

Avenue (house 131 to 149). Based on the attached correspondence, both the City’s Corporation 

Counsel and the Water/Sewer Department do not have concerns. Therefore, DPW recommends the 

following BPW actions: 

 

Board of Public Works recommends that the City formalize the Department of Public 

Works’ responsibility, by a vote of City Council, that DPW will continue in perpetuity the 

current policy of providing full Department of Public Works services to Ambler Road, 

Grassy Road, Arnold Court, and Burlington Avenue (house 131 to 149). 

 

Please feel free to contact me at 860-584-6113 regarding any questions or concerns.  
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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: December 12, 2023  

 

TO: Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano 

               Board of Public Works  

FROM: Raymond A. Rogozinski, P.E., Director of Public Works 

 

RE:         UNACCEPTED CITY STREETS – CONTINUE DPW 

MAINTENANCE OF AMBLER RD., GRASSY RD., ARNOLD 

COURT, & BURLINGTON AVE (No. 131 to 149).   

 
As indicated in the attached Unaccepted Streets Utilized By Residents, there are number of 

unaccepted City Streets within the City. An unaccepted City Street is an existing street with 

dwellings that have NOT been accepted (approved) by City Council. Streets are typically classified 

as an unaccepted City Street due to nonconformity with City roadway standards, such as: narrow 

pavement width, lack of (or limited) right-of-way, or deficiency in utility infrastructure. See 

attached Board of Public Works Unaccepted City Street policy.    

 

The majority of unaccepted City Streets function as private or combined driveways, and are 

not, and should not, be accepted as a City Street. The City’s policy is to maintain the existing 

level of service currently provided to residents on unaccepted City streets. As a result, some roads 

receive no snow removal or solid waste collection services from DPW, and other properties along 

unaccepted City streets receive either snow removal or rubbish services. However, there are 

currently unaccepted City roads that have multiple dwellings on them and receive all DPW services 

(snow removal & rubbish collection).   

 

The unaccepted roads that receive full DPW services consist of Ambler Road, Grassy Road, 

Arnold Court, and Burlington Avenue (house 131 to 149). These roads essentially function as 

accepted City streets, therefore, DPW recommends that the City formalize the Department’s 

responsibility by documenting by a vote of City Council that DPW will continue in perpetuity 

the current policy of providing full Department of Public Works services to Ambler Road, 

Grassy Road, Arnold Court, and Burlington Avenue (house 131 to 149). Said services shall 

include the collection of refuse and recycling, pavement repair and resurfacing, along with snow 

removal and winter ice treatment. In addition, DPW would recommend that as a condition of 

formalizing the roadway maintenance responsibilities of DPW, that all applicable City ordinances 

associated with City Streets would be applicable to the roadways. Having City Ordinances apply to 

the referenced streets will assist DPW and the City with Code Enforcement issues (if any).  

 



A similar City action was approved in April of 2020 for Bird Road (see attached), recognizing that 

the southern section of Bird Road functioned as a City Street, but was not formally accepted by 

City Council. There are differences between Bird Road and Ambler Road, Grassy Road, Arnold 

Court, and Burlington Avenue (house 131 to 149). At the time of City Council action, Bird Road 

had been recently paved, and had a roadway surface rating of 96. The roadway conditions of 

Ambler Road, Grassy Road, Arnold Court, and Burlington Avenue (house 131 to 149) are poor, 

and have a roadway surface rating of 42, 50, 32, and 30 respectively. Therefore, if the DPW 

proposed action is approved, the Department would resurface the roadway, estimated to cost a total 

of $73,602 (Ambler ($38,000), Grassy ($15,000), Arnold ($7,073), and Burlington Ave ($12,788). 

 

There is a City Ordinance that provides a mechanism that allows residents living along unaccepted 

City streets to have the roads formally accepted by the City Council as a City streets. Ordinance 

21-141 (attached) indicates that property owners can petition to have unaccepted City streets 

accepted, if they provide an A-2 survey, and make improvements to the roadway to comply with 

City roadway standards. The Ordinance is well-written, however, in the case of multiple property 

owners such as Ambler Road, Grassy Road, Arnold Court, and Burlington Avenue (house 131 to 

149) coordinating/complying with Ordinance 21-141 is a challenge.   

 

Prior to the Board of Public Works approval of DPW’s following request: 

 

Forward a recommendation to City Council authorizing the Department of Public Works to 

continue in perpetuity the current policy of providing full Department of Public Works services to 

Ambler Road, Grassy Road, Arnold Court, and Burlington Avenue (house 131 to 149). Said 

services shall include the collection of refuse & recycling, pavement repair & resurfacing, along 

with snow removal and winter ice treatment. In addition, DPW would recommend that as a 

condition of formalizing the roadway maintenance responsibilities of DPW, that all applicable City 

ordinances associated with City streets would be applicable to the roadways. 

 

DPW would recommend the following Board of Public Works action: 

 

Refer this matter to the City’s Corporation Counsel and the City’s Water/Sewer Department 

for review and comment. 

 

The purpose of referring this mater to Bristol Water/Sewer Department is to confirm that DPW’s 

proposed action will not impact Bristol’s Water/Sewer Department authority or policies pertaining 

to the water and sewer utilities (if any) within the subject roads. 

    

Please feel free to contact me at 860-584-6113 regarding any questions or concerns.  
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