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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: January 11, 2024   

 

TO: Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano 

               Board of Public Works    

FROM: Raymond A. Rogozinski, P.E., Director of Public Works 

 

RE: CITY COUNCIL PROPERTY REFERRAL – MAP 30, LOT 

R4-1 PROSPECT STREET 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Department of Public Works received the attached referral associated with Map 30, LOT R4-1 

Prospect Street.  The purpose of the referral is to determine if the Department of Public Works has 

a use for the parcel.   

 

The DPW has confirmed that the property in question is owned in fee by the City and is a parcel.  

The parcel identified in the attached maps is located parallel to the railroad tracks, approximately 

1,000 ft. long and 50 ft. wide.  It is listed on City assessor cards as having an area of approximately 

one acre in size.  The eastern 300 ft section of the parcel serves as a City Street known as Henry 

Street and is required to access four houses, therefore the eastern 300 ft. section of parcel cannot be 

sold.  The western 280 ft. section of the parcel is currently being used as parking for the building 

located at 38 prospect.  Based on the assessor card information the building has 112 apartments.  I 

do not believe that the property of 38 Prospect is leasing a portion of the City parcel, however it 

does appear that the parking is vital to the building viability.  It should also be known that the area 

in the middle of the property is wooded and is often used as an encampment by the homeless.   

 

Based on DPW findings, the Department recommends the following Board of Public Works action: 

 

Recommend that City Council maintain the eastern 300 ft. section of Map 30, Lot R4-

1 Prospect Street for City use.  The 300 ft. eastern section serves as a roadway known 

as Henry St to access four houses.  The Board of Public Works further advises City 

Council that the western section of the parcel is currently being utilized by the 

property of 38 Prospect Street and appears needed as parking for building.   

 

As indicated above, the DPW’s sole use of the parcel is the eastern most (300 ft.) portion as a City 

road.  However, it should be noted that DPW is looking for a parcel within or immediate adjacent 

to the downtown area for use as a snow storage deposit area.  DPW downtown snow operation 



consists of collecting and hauling away snow from N. Main St, Hope St and a portion of Riverside 

Ave.  The snow had been stored on Centre Square, however with the downtown development DPW 

is currently limited to the parcel at the corner of N. Main St and Riverside Ave.  When that parcel 

is successfully developed, DPW will have to haul snow to either the Department’s J.P Casey road 

facility on the Lake Ave landfill.   

 

Based on DPW’s evaluation the Prospect St parcel Map 30, Lot R4-1 is NOT a suitable parcel for 

snow storage.  The narrow long lot will limit snow storage, require trucks to back up long length, 

result in use of night time equipment (equipped with beepers).  In addition, the location of the 

parcel to the Main St. rail overpass bridge will require DPW’s 10 Wheel dump trucks to bypass the 

Main St. bridge for height limitations.  With that said, DPW promotes and recognizes downtown 

development as the key to a vibrant City and DPW certainly understands utilizing the highest and 

best use of property, however the lack of a parcel that can be used by DPW as a downtown snow 

storage area will increase DPW’s snow operations.     

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at 860-584-6113.    
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