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City of Bristol
BRISTOL, CONNECTICUT  06010

BRISTOL REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE
MINUTES
MEETING OF TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2024

1.  CALL TO ORDER:

By:  Chairwoman Tyler			Time: 5:07			Place:  City Hall 
											111 North Main Street
											Council Chambers

	MEMBERS
	NAME
	PRESENT
	ABSENT

	
	
	
	

	REGULAR MEMBERS
	Councilwoman Susan Tyler, Chairperson
	X
	

	
	Councilman Andrew Howe 
	X 
	

	
	Councilman Erick Rosengren 
	X
	

	
	
	
	

	STAFF
	Roger Rousseau, Purchasing Agent
	
	X

	
	Thomas DeNoto, Assessor
	
	X

	
	Ann Bednaz, Tax Collector
	
	X

	
	Raymond Rogozinski, Director of Public Works 
	
	X

	
	Robert Flanagan, City Planner
	
	X

	
	Attorney Jeffrey R. Steeg, Asst. Corp. Counsel
	X
	

	
	Sharon Arsego Recording Secretary 
	X
	



The meeting was originally scheduled to be conducted in Room 1-1 but due to technical difficulties it was moved to Council Chambers and notice was posted on the door.  All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

1.  Approval of Minutes – 12/19/23

MOTION:	To approve the minutes of December 19, 2023. 

BY:  Howe							Seconded:	 Rosengren


For:  Howe, Rosengren and Tyler
Against:  None.
Abstained: 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Charlie Talmadge spoke regarding Lot R4-1 Prospect Street.  He stated that the Water Board will have this before them for review at their 6pm meeting tonight and the Public Works Board later this week.

NEW BUSINESS

Attorney Steeg read a letter from Donald Day regarding an offer to sell land to the City.  It has a watershed option.  Lumber on the land is worth harvesting and selling for profit to more than cover the asking price of $5,000.00.  The land is valued at 30,000.  Mr. Day has a serious health issue and is motivated to sell the land.  Attorney Steeg researched the property records and reported his findings to the Commission.  There is a question if the Water Dept. is interested.  The question was raised if there would be a tax issue and that was discussed.  It was noted that the Water Board is meeting tonight and will discuss this item.

OLD BUSINESS

1.	Lot R4-14 Prospect Street

This item was discussed at the January 9th City Council meeting.  The property was referred to various Boards to gauge interest.  Ray Rogozinski reportedly has no interest from his prospective.  Charlie Talmadge addressed the question of easements.  Susan Tyler expressed concern, observing a trend of people approaching the city to buy City owned land.  She suggested that procedures and policies be drafted as a best practice for addressing these requests.  Discussion on this suggestion continued and it was also advised to wait for the Public Works Board’s decision and use of the land.

No action taken.

2.	Proposed sale of .5 acres – Stafford School

Attorney Steeg clarified this is pending clarification because the report provided included ALL the property including the school and this is incorrect.  The Planning Commission is involved or will be consulted.  Clarification is needed about what should be included in the report.  Discussion about the existing pathway being moved for the project.  Committee members had been on site and observed the proposed pathway change would be beneficial to the students using it as it would be safer than the current one.  Meeting on 1/29 and 2/13 were noted.  Attorney Steeg will have a motion for an RFP at the next City Council Meeting.  Sue Tyler recommended a written recommendation from the traffic police officer.



3.	Lot 129-2 Violet Drive

[bookmark: _GoBack]Items #3 and #4 were taken up together.  Attorney Steeg shared photos of the properties with the property encroachment visible.  He found the 1979 deed.  The open space had to be signed off by all the deceased Hoerle’s heirs and that has been done.  There is a concern about the City’s liability when people use the property that it the City’s and it is being encroached on.  Examples included one with the pond which is clearly in use – small boat was referenced.  It was agreed among the Committee members that most of the land being encroached on is being done so without malice and without the homeowner’s knowledge.  The properties were purchased with the belief that the land was part of their home.  This is unlikely to be resolved during the winter months as proper land survey needs to be completed before moving forward.  One resolution discussed was offering the homeowners the option to buy the land.  Discussion about the tax implications followed.  Sue Tyler expressed concern about setting a quit claim offer precedent and that was also discussed with Attorney Steeg.   She noted that all of the City’s properties are being researched by Ryan Heller for encroachment issues.

4.	Candlewood Drive properties
See above.
5.	64 Washington Street
Attorney Steeg advised that the new Forestville House property abuts the home of a Bristol Hospital nurse.  Further planning is coming but it doesn’t appear to be a large encroachment issue and it is manageable.  Waiting for the Fire House site plan.

No action taken.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:	To adjourn at 5:50 P.M.

By:  Rosengren							Seconded:	Howe
		
For:  	Tyler, Rosengren and Howe
Against:	None.
Abstained:	None.

This meeting was recorded. 
Respectfully submitted,

Noelle Bates
Recording Secretary
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