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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: December 8, 2021 

 

TO: Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano 

               Board of Public Works  

FROM: Raymond A. Rogozinski, P.E., Director of Public Works 

 

RE: Roadway Speed Bumps/Humps – Policy  

 

In response to resident concern associated with speeding and based on the recommendation from 

DPW the Board of Public Works voted at its October meeting to investigate a program to install 

speed bumps/ humps within the City of Bristol.   

 

The purpose of the investigation is to outline the pros and cons of speed bumps/humps, therefore 

please find the attached report prepared by VHB Engineering.  DPW has invited VHB to present 

the report to the Board at the December 16 meeting along with representatives from both the City’s 

Fire and Police Department.   

 

As previously reported to the Board, there are a number of factors that should be considered such 

as roadway traffic volumes, road noise, emergency response times, and signage to list a few.  As 

Director of Public Works, I do believe that issues associated with drainage and snow plowing can 

be managed with bumps/humps. However I strongly believe that if the installation of bumps/humps 

are pursued there should be a formal policy in place that provide guidance on the general location 

that they will and will not be allowed.   In addition, if a speed bump/hump program is developed in 

the City it should weigh the potential benefits to the neighborhood with the potential impact to 

properties located adjacent to the bump/humps and the traveling public (including emergency 

vehicles).   

 

Please feel free to contact me with any question at 860-584-6113.  
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To: Raymond Rogozinski, P.E 
Director of Public Works 
City of Bristol 
111 North Main Street 
Bristol, CT 06010 

Date: 12/7/21 

 
Project #: 42650.21 

    
From: Joseph Balskus, P.E., PTOE, RSP1 Re: Speed Hump Summary 

Introduction 

The City of Bristol is considering the implementation of a speed hump program to reduce vehicle speeds on roadways. 
Speed humps are a traffic calming device, with a physical rise in the roadway profile to force a reduction of vehicle 
speeds. 

Traffic calming is defined as measures to reduce to speed of vehicles, through physical and non-physical means. 
Speed humps are one measure used to reduce speeds on roadways. 

A speed hump as defined by the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) and the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) is a maximum 3 inch rise in the pavement surface, with a parabolic transition section of 6 feet in length along 
the roadway profile. The parabolic section, versus a straight taper section, provides a modest change in the roadway 
profile to reduce the vehicle speed. The speed hump is typically 12 feet long along the roadway. 

The speed hump is constructed with bituminous concrete pavement, across the entire roadway width, with a tapered 
section to allow for stormwater drainage along the gutter/curb line. 

The ITE speed hump detail is used nationally in thousands of communities similar to Bristol and is accepted by FHWA 
as a traffic calming measure.  

The ITE speed hump detail is effective in reducing speeds to 25 miles per hour, from a maximum of 40 miles per hour 
prevailing speeds. 

Speed hump studies has shown minimal increases in emergency vehicle travel times however they are not to be used 
on major fire truck routes and emergency routes to hospitals. 

The ITE speed humps are best utilized in series, a minimum of two, and should be placed in between residential uses, 
preferably at the property boundaries. They should not be installed on curves and significant hills. 

Speed Hump Program Considerations 

The installation of speed humps along a roadway must considered in the context of the entire neighborhood and not 
just one roadway. Speed humps can cause traffic to divert from a roadway to adjacent roadways, increasing traffic on 
those adjacent roadways without speed humps. Therefore a thoughtful and open process should be developed for 
any municipality considering speed humps. 

There are many communities in Connecticut with speed hump programs, where residents have successfully utilized 
speed humps to deter traffic and reduce speeds.  
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For any consideration of speed humps along a roadway, the following should be reviewed: 

• Roadway Classification – Local, Collector, Arterial (prohibited) 

• Vehicle classifications – Avoid roadways carrying more than 5% truck traffic 

• Roadway ownership – Must be Locally owned/maintained by municipality 

• Traffic signals – Avoid corridors where traffic signals are present 

• Area type – Avoid locations within a Central Business District (consider with care) 

• Emergency vehicles – Do not consider speed humps on emergency or fire truck routes 

• Vehicle speeds – Do not consider roadways with prevailing speeds greater than 40 miles per hour 

• Resident support - Majority of residents along the section of roadway should be supportive of the speed 
hump considerations before deployment 

• Consider temporary roadways as a trial prior to installation of permanent roundabouts 

• Traffic study – Review the potential adjacent roadways that may be utilized by diverted traffic 

• Diverted traffic – Review the traffic patterns of diverted traffic and consider diverting to collector and/or 
arterial roadways 

• Trial Basis – Consider a program where success factors are evaluated to ensure success of program 

• Transparency – Provide all details of program to public from beginning 

• Outreach -Include the key stakeholders, residents, business owners (if any on roadways), emergency services  

 

Speed Hump Information - FHWA 

See attached information detailing speed humps from FHWA and at the following websites: 

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/traffic_calm.cfm 

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/ePrimer_modules/module3pt2.cfm 

 

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/traffic_calm.cfm
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/ePrimer_modules/module3pt2.cfm
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